
Peter Pan  
Class Summary 

1. Key Themes and Concepts 

1.1 Imagination vs. Responsibility 

• Central theme: Peter Pan symbolises the allure of endless imagination and the 
rejection of adulthood. 

o Peter’s refusal to grow up embodies a longing for freedom without 
constraints. 

o Wendy contrasts Peter by embracing caregiving roles, highlighting the 
responsibilities tied to growing up. 

• Universal relevance: The tension reflects a common human experience—
balancing freedom with responsibility. 

1.2 The Journey from Childhood to Adulthood 

• The narrative critiques the idealisation of childhood and the fears tied to 
adulthood. 

o Peter’s eternal youth represents stagnation, while Wendy’s growth 
signifies change and maturity. 

• Explores the consequences of avoiding adult responsibilities: 

o Peter’s lack of personal growth affects his relationships with others, 
including the Lost Boys and Wendy. 

1.3 Fear and Mortality 

• Captain Hook’s fear of his own blood signifies his vulnerability despite his 
external power. 

o This fear reflects broader existential themes such as the inevitability of 
death. 

• Peter’s lack of fear highlights the naivety and recklessness of youth, contrasting 
sharply with Hook’s awareness of mortality. 

1.4 Gender Roles and Expectations 

• Wendy’s role as a mother figure to the Lost Boys: 



o Highlights societal expectations of caregiving and nurturing tied to 
femininity. 

o Juxtaposes Peter’s carefree and adventurous spirit with Wendy’s sense of 
duty. 

1.5 Marginalisation and Belonging 

• The Lost Boys’ plight: 

o Represent children yearning for family and stability. 

o Their dependence on Wendy reflects the human need for connection and 
guidance. 

• Tinkerbell’s jealousy and exclusion of Wendy: 

o Highlights themes of rivalry and the complexities of relationships. 

 

2. In-depth Character Analysis 

2.1 Peter Pan 

• Symbolises perpetual childhood: 

o Thrives in a world of imagination but struggles with the responsibilities of 
leadership and relationships. 

• His charisma attracts others, but his immaturity often leads to conflict or 
disappointment. 

o E.g., His carelessness in battle and inability to commit emotionally to 
Wendy. 

2.2 Captain James Hook 

• A character of contradictions: 

o Polite and elegant in speech yet ruthless in action. 

o Intelligent and well-educated, making him distinct from the stereotypical 
pirate. 

o Fears his own mortality, symbolised by his aversion to his blood, which is 
thick and an unusual colour. 

• Represents the rigid structure and dark aspects of adulthood: 



o His obsession with defeating Peter reflects a deeper resentment of youth 
and freedom. 

2.3 Wendy Darling 

• Represents the transitional phase between childhood and adulthood: 

o Struggles to balance her desire for adventure with her sense of 
responsibility. 

• As a maternal figure, she assumes a role of caregiving and guidance: 

o Encourages the Lost Boys to adopt routines and manners, introducing 
elements of structure into their lives. 

2.4 The Lost Boys 

• Serve as a metaphor for childhood innocence and the need for guidance: 

o Their dependence on Peter and Wendy shows their inability to navigate 
life independently. 

• Their status as orphans ties into the theme of marginalisation and the search for 
belonging. 

2.5 Tinkerbell 

• A symbol of jealousy and possessiveness: 

o Her hostility towards Wendy underscores her fear of losing Peter’s 
attention. 

• Represents the complexity of emotions and relationships within a child’s world. 

 

3. Setting Analysis 

3.1 Neverland 

• A symbolic space reflecting the duality of childhood: 

o A realm of boundless imagination and adventure but also of danger and 
chaos. 

• Mirrors psychological landscapes: 

o The Lost Boys’ hideout, the pirate ship, and the mermaid lagoon each 
represent aspects of fantasy, fear, and longing. 



3.2 The Pirate Ship 

• Represents authority, control, and the darker side of structure: 

o Hook’s dominance over his crew mirrors the rigidity and harshness of 
adulthood. 

3.3 The Flight to Neverland 

• Symbolises the freedom of childhood dreams: 

o The act of flying reflects the ability to escape real-world constraints 
temporarily. 

 

4. Literary Techniques and Symbolism 

4.1 Symbolism 

• The Hook: Represents Hook’s bitterness and inability to move beyond his past 
(symbolised by the crocodile constantly pursuing him). 

• Flying: Highlights the imaginative freedom of childhood but contrasts with the 
grounded realities of adulthood. 

• The Crocodile: A personification of time and inevitability, always chasing Hook, 
reminding him of his mortality. 

4.2 Narrative Techniques 

• Contrast: The juxtaposition of Peter’s innocence with Hook’s darkness 
emphasises their symbolic roles as youth and adulthood. 

• Detailed Descriptions: Physical and behavioural traits enrich character 
development: 

o Hook’s cadaverous appearance and elegant diction add layers to his 
persona. 

o Peter’s eternal youth is highlighted through his carefree actions and 
reluctance to grow up. 

4.3 Foreshadowing 

• Hook’s fear of the crocodile and his obsession with Peter hint at his eventual 
demise. 



 

5. Practical Study Lessons 

5.1 Identifying Themes 

• When reading, look for repeated imagery or dialogue that reflects core themes, 
such as freedom, responsibility, and fear. 

5.2 Analysing Characters 

• Pay attention to how contradictions within characters (e.g., Hook’s elegance vs. 
brutality) contribute to the story’s complexity. 

• Reflect on how characters’ relationships with each other highlight their growth or 
stagnation. 

5.3 Exploring Symbolism 

• Consider how objects and settings (e.g., the hook, Neverland, the crocodile) 
represent deeper ideas. 

5.4 Relating to Personal Growth 

• Reflect on the themes of fear and responsibility in your own life: 

o How do childhood experiences shape perceptions of adulthood? 

o What aspects of growing up are exciting or intimidating? 

 

6. Discussion Prompts 

1. Why do you think Peter Pan refuses to grow up? What are the consequences of 
this choice for him and others? 

2. How does Captain Hook’s fear of blood add depth to his character? What does it 
reveal about his vulnerabilities? 

3. What does Wendy’s role as a caregiver say about societal expectations of 
women during the time the story was written? 

4. How does the Neverland setting shape the story’s exploration of imagination and 
reality? 

5. In what ways does Tinkerbell’s jealousy mirror real-world relationships and 
emotions? 



 


